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We are developing an array of email outreach tools that are coordinated through our database system, and intended to invite the participation of individuals and organizations.
We are continuing to add new features to this system, and anticipate developing a variety of email-based invitations, personal letters, introductory articles, questionnaires, and other opportunities for “fast click” response.
This article introduces our new tools for “inviting an organization to join us”.


A link to the “Invite an Organization” feature is available not only the admin users, but to any individual member of the alliance who is signed in to their account.  Click the “Invite an organization” link in the right-hand menu. 



The invitation process is designed to create a detailed database record for an invited organization, saving as much information as is available to the person creating the invitation.
The process works through three basic stages – entering basic information, adding detail, and composing and sending the email invitation.
Information submitted to the invitation process is saved in a separate database table, in a form that can be quickly imported into the main organizations database table if the organization accepts the invitation.
The process is designed to be as personal and friendly as possible, and the person creating the invitation has the opportunity to submit follow-up emails, and keep notes on any progress, such as phone conversations, additional contacts, etc.

This shot shows the process of updating (editing) the record for an existing invitation.  The process for creating a new invitation works in the same way.
Clicking the  button in the Edit column leads to this screen:



Also included on this screen are description of the organization and its mission.


Submitting this information saves it to the database, and leads to this screen:



This screen currently includes these additional descriptive options:
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The system offers an array of pre-written email templates which are composed at the administrative level and can be customized by the user.  These templates can be selected by mousing over the available options, and clicking on the desired choice, which inserts it into the email composition box.  The name of the intended recipient or organization is automatically inserted, as is the signature information of the sender – who is free to edit this information as open text.

[image: ]

Mousing over the first item on the list (shown in red) opens a screen displaying the text (yellow background).
Clicking that option inserts it into the text composition box. 

There are additional options that can be inserted into the email below the personal invitation, including articles designed for this application, and other articles which can be included on a “click here for more information” web page created just for this organization.  This “more info” page is available in .html or .pdf format.





The articles and templates that are available from the Invitation interface are currently created at the admin level, through this interface.



A new article can be added to this list, and any existing article can be edited.  Articles are characterized by the same system-wide set of categories.
The author can edit or view the file they are creating.  Selected categories of “type of document” determine availability for various outgoing email options.

The “more information for an organization” web page appears as follows, with a clickable list of the included files at the top.
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Navigating Our Future

3. COMPOSE AND SEND INVITATION EMAIL
Top | Basic information | Location and characteristics | Notes on status

* To (racipient email address)
jesn@navigatingourfuture.org

* Subject
Inuitation to join the Purple Alliance

Click to select massage (mouse-over to view)

Fallow through second smail for organization invitation
- Org invitation email massage 1

- Org invitation email massage 2
- Org invitation email massage 3

* Compose invitation email
Dear Jean Tennyzan —

13m 2 member of 3 new activist slliance that is working to bing groups and organizations
togather, acrazs tracitions| boundanies that tend to sparats and divice peopls.

ur project is called "The Purple Alliance", and T wanted to contact you, because I feel that your
arganization would be 3 natural it within our framevork.

T3m 3 believer in the work you are doing, 3nd T think it's importan, so 1 wante to taks the time to
reach out o you, to send you this personsl invitation

We'd love for you to take a look at what we're doing, and consider becoming a member. There's no
obligation or cost, and your information will bs handled with discretion and much spprecistion

We're pulling togsther many groups who we fesl could naturlly collsborats or influsncs one.
another, in ways that w feel are not only good for our entira country, but also for sach
participating organization,

By joining the Purple Alliance, you il be able to present your agenda and point of view to our
members, and to 2l other participating groups. We're working together t produce solutions that
work for sverybady, and 1 think you belong with us.

Thope you'ljoin us, and Tlook forvard to interacting with you.

Sincaraly,

Bruce Schuman

Include these inserts below your personal invitation.
Mouss-ovar to view, dlick to opan;

Onram to the revolution
Organizing the Avalanche - building teamuork over the internet
The Philosophy of Network Community
What doss it mean to Join the Purple Allance?
What is the Purple Alliance? (olistic/inclusive)
Wht is the Purple Alliance? (USA politics)

(for organizations)

[e[=le]=lofx]

Includs these srticles and files on "mors informtion for this organization” web page.
Mousa-over to view, dlick to open|

D The Philosophy of Network Community
B what is the Purple Allancs? (holistic/inclusive)

Message has slready been sent (Fr, Feb 5, 2010
Message has slready been sent. Do not send

For your racords, mail process sends CC to brucaschuman@cox.nat

CRE I S O MR




image9.jpeg

image14.jpeg
Home | USA Orgenizing Platform | Why | What | Plenary Forum | Blog | Privacy

. ... Purple Alliance

® Convene concemed individuals and organizations from anywhere on the political spectrum
@ Consider every issue that anyone cares enough aboutto defend or advocate
@ Connect everything and include Congress

More Information

1. What is the Purple Alliance? (holisti/inclusive)
21 What doas it mean to Join the Purple Allianca? (for organizations)
5. We The Paople - Intarsecting Advocacy

WHAT IS THE PURPLE ALLIANCE?

The Purple Alliance is = holistic and indlusiv framevork for convening dislogus and
delibaration on any social or palitical issus of intersst to its participants. The project is
organized over the intermst, and intanded to intaract vith and support any number of local or
faca-to-faca conversations and events. The Purple Alliance is emering 25 3 natural
outgrouth of many other ralated interet projects, vith 2 history extending back more than
tnnty years.

‘Some characteristics

olistic and integral - all-inclusive - all issuss, ll perspactives.

ranspartisan’ - intended to reach and bring togathar the full spectrum of the American

convarsation - right, laft, Republican, Democrat, Libertarian, Graen, moderate,

prograssive, consamative, etc.

Informed by rasearch and experience in "group process’ - circles and dialogue.

+ Intandad to convane individual at-large participants, 5 vell as leading organizations in
resarch, vision, and advocacy.

+ Coordinsted ovar the intarnat, but intendsd to support real-verld sctivities.

+ Follovs 3 "fast-click” dasign similar to a polling or voting interface, whers complex
issues are represented by "clickable bullst-points”.

Political organizing on the internet

+ We need a framevork for "convening the nhole". We need to reach averybody, and give.
everybody 3 voice. This idealistic ambition bacomes faazible through tha internat.

+ This approach is affordabla and quick. It can vrk, vhere other approaches ars too
expencive, demand too much time, and cannat contain the full spectrum of
Siternatives.

+ 1t true that nuance and detail is lost through a key-strokss only format. But it is st
possible to bring major issues and questions into an approximate clarity.

+ We can build bridges batueen major constituencies and demographic groups.

+ o ane can hold sil ssuss in their mind, or cancaive sil the altematives. Wa nasd
computer support to manage the complexity and datails.

Larger vision

+ Through 3 coslescencs of tachnology, politics and spirit, 3 network process emerges
through the intarnet that brings togather many new technologies, and exctes the
participation of hundreds or thousands of lesding organizations, 1ho see the value to
themsalves and to the nation of coming togethar in & feasible dialogue-based fast-click
format that averyone can reach.

+ All the major points of view in the Amarican conversation enter the system, vith major
sdvacates for every perspactive bringing the full range of their argument and position
into the system.

+ A new can-do spirit of trust and optimism begins to surge through the netuork, because.
people begin to realize they have  voica that matters, and the American dialogue and
Political process can amergs from ts currant problams in 2 brilliant and positiva nev
vy
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